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? * Be strategic or
.

®* Don’t be afraid to be passioha’re about the your research interests




CREATE A COHESIVE NARRATIVE WITH A CLEAR “THESIS”

®* Example: Experiences such as this have helped me understand that historical
lessons continue to have an impact on our culture, and have contributed to my
goal of uncovering minority voices from the past. As a result, | have focused my
academic, professional, and extracurricular activities on my goal of pursuing a
PhD in order to examine the daily lives of religious minorities during 18th
century France and to use Marxist theory to understand the economic

justifications used to stigmatize these groups.



r o BEEn: for Change has

? o demonstrated my succ ss in working with a team of my peers.




BE SPECIFIC, BUT CONCISE

®* Needs improvement: My internship helped me understand the power of serving
others.

® Better: Through working directly with wonderful researchers in the dynamic field of
biotechnology, | see now that this field has the wonderful potential not only to be on
the cutting edge of technological innovation, but also to aid many patients who
previously would not have had access to such resources.

® Best: Through working directly with researchers in biotechnology, | now understand
the field’s potential not only to be on the cutting edge of technological innovation,
but also to aid many patients in need.



TALK ABOUT YOUR CHARACTERISTICS AND
QUALIFICATIONS BY REFERENCING SPECIFIC EXAMPLES

®* Needs improvement: To succeed academically you must work hard, and | am

well-qualified based on my work ethic.

® Better: Working as a math tutor while simultaneously taking 18 hours and
receiving a 3.5 GPA last semester was a challenge, but my planning and time
management skills assured my success. In addition to using the work as a way
to earn money, | could also brush up on my skills for my classes, and | knew

that | would also have time to study when | wasn’t working with students.

REMEMBER: You have to make the concrete connections for the
reader. NEVER assume that they “know what you mean”



TAILOR YOUR ESSAY TO THE PROGRAMS TO WHICH YOU
ARE APPLYING

®* From the program website: “The University of Houston’s Center for Nuclear Receptors and Cell
Signaling (CNRCS) [includes] current faculty members [who] are conducting a wide range of

cutting-edge research, primarily focused on cancer-related investigations.”

®* Example of tailoring an essay: My previous lab experience at MD Anderson has let me know
the challenges that cancer-related investigations can pose, and | am particularly interested in
the CNRCS’s Gustafsson Lab. The lab’s partnership with the Texas Medical Center provides
opportunities for both academic investigation and industry applications of the continuing
insights into estrogen receptor-alpha’s role in the division and proliferation of cancer cells.






T * Grab friend
P

® Visit the Writing Center




SIGN UP WITH THE WRITING CENTER

To sign up for a UH Writing Center consultation visit our website at
and click “Schedule Appointments” to access
our scheduling system

“— C' 8 httpsy//uh.mywconline.com

UNIVERSITYof HOUSTON

WRITING CENTER

University of Houst
Writing Center:
First visit? o qgister.
bel

Returning? Lo

Having trouble logging in?
Click here to reset your password.

Using screen reader software?
Click here for the text-only scheduler.

If you do not have an account with the UH Writing Center, select “Click here to register” and enter

your information. Once you have an account, enter your email address and password, choose

“Graduate Writing Consultations” from the drop-down menu and log in.



CHOOSE THE TIME YOU WOULD LIKE TO MEET
WITH SOMEONE

UNIVERSITYof HOUSTON

ATIN ER

@ 50 February 5 - February 11
« PREV WEEK | CURRENT WEEK | NEXT WEEK» I

WELCOME, MARK ¥

98D QA O Hee

Graduate Writing Consultations can be scheduled as face-to-face meetings in room 225 of the Classroom & Business Building,
or as online meetings accessible through this scheduling system.

Please contact Holly Prevost at hbprevost@uh.edu, or 713-743-3047, for any que: ns regarding Graduate Writing
Consultations.

Feb. 5: MONDAY
Matt

Fernande &

Spencer £
Rammy #

Feb. 6: TUESDAY
Matt #
Thomas &

Ramimy £

Feb. 7: WEDNESDAY

Mary &

Matt #

Fernando #
Olivia #
Thomas £




WHERE ARE WE?
UNIVERSITYof HOUSTON

WRITING CENTER

. -' o .T-.&E )} aDius ) snmdila
- 0‘ LeMgy and LuChe
Mefcher HoN

writingcenter.uh.edu | T13-743-3016 | writingcenter@ub.edu

CBB 234
Monday-Thursday 9:00-7:00pm
Friday 9:00-5:00
Saturday 10:00-1:00
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